Renovation Session Three- A Circle of Accountability
Quotes
How do we define success?
1) In the place where God puts us            
2) Among the people God has given us.
It is easy to ask the wrong questions…..It is easy to try to validate ourselves.
Our current mentality is that the Church is a collecting community….the Bible says that it is a reaching community.
Collecting Communities:
1)   Protect assets
2)   Put their priorities in the gathering time
3)   Measure their success by what happens during the gathering time
4)   Release only the excess resources
Reaching Communities
1)   Release assets…..always giving away people, finances, and stuff
2)   Focus on what their people do with their church values throughout the week
3)   Measure their success by what their people do with their faith
4)   Release their resources into the vision
Are you called to lead a church or lead a vision?—Are we investing in a vision bigger than us?
McDonalds conquers the world because there is one on every corner, not because there is a big one downtown.
Are we thinking outside in or inside out?—Are we reaching?—Do we live with our hands wide open?—Are we effective with the gifts the Holy Spirit has given to us?
Is the game “More people, more money, happy people”?
It is all about ‘them’—it is not all about ‘us’.
Circle of Accountability is asking God the Holy Spirit to give us a specific geographic sphere around us where we can empower and mobilize all of our resources to guarantee that in a specific time frame every man, woman, and child will have the opportunity to hear, understand, and accept or reject Jesus Christ as their Savior, and be integrated into a local church which renders accountability.
Sense of Telescoping  is the strategic application of our Biblical convictions in such a way as to project our local church purpose to several specific geographical ethnological circles distant from us, where, as servants to any and all of God’s indigenous resources, we work to see every man, woman, & child in that  place have an opportunity to choose for or against Jesus Christ & to be integrated into a local church which renders accountability in their circle.
The task of world evangelization is that of the local church…..it is not just about sending missionaries and money, but getting engaged with the world…..the 21st Century allows for this.
 
Creative Tensions in the Application of Circle of Accountability:
Deification of truth and/or experience           
        Deification of God alone
Law, temple, and priesthood           
          
           Grace and empowerment
Church as a building           
          
          
          Church as people
Theologically impotent Holy Spirit           
            Imminent , Transcendent,
Resident H.S.
Maintenance           
          
          
          
           Mobilization
Qualitative Growth           
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Emphasized gathered activities             
 



Structured decentralization
Inside out thinking              








 Outside in thinking
Intensive              












 Extensive
Addition           
   













Multiplication
Local church              










   City church
We need to look at our places as why we exist—not simply to take care of the church.
 
